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REPORT
W’Adopted hy the Gcneral Assembly of the
STATE OF MISSOUR[,

On a Report and Resolution of the

LEGISLATURE OF GEORG;A.

The Joiet Committee, to whom were referred a report
and resolurion of thr Serate and House of Representa.
tives of the State of Georgia, approved December the
twenty seventh, eighteen hundrod nd rw. aty seven,
declaring that the Congress of the United States have
no covstitutionzl power 1o appropriate monies to aid
the American Colonizatinn Society—Repnrt:

That in the doctrires, senti p-nts and opinions expres.
sed and held by that report, they, for the most part, con.
cu'; and that the principles avowed by the resolutio: in
question, meet their decided approbation. Your come
mitt e insist that the Government of the United S-ates
is a Government of limited powers; that no powers ~an
be rizhtfullv and consututionally exercised by that Gov-
ernment. urless it be those which are expressly gmanted
or those plainly imphed by such eXxpress grants of power,
An-: they further contend, that Congress bas no power
10 appropriate money for any o“ject, unless it be to carry
nto effect some one of the powers so expressly or impli.’
ediv grauted. This p..wer is not ¢xpressly granted, and
this committee cau find no clause in the constitution of
the United Siates, from which such a power can be im-
plied.  They cannot conceive thatit is within the mean-
Iy, spirit or reacon of any provision of that instrument,
If 1he exercise of the power in question, be claimed on
the groune thac Congress can appropriate the public funds
Jor any purpose whatever, as 1s claimed by some politi-
cians, then this committee enter their snlemn protest
against suth an exercise of power, and unhesitatiogly
Pronounce it to be 1 political heresy, deserving the sever-
€st reprobation. It this latitudinous doctrine be true,
then our pretending to have a wrirten constitution is a
mere mo: ke y; and much more strange 15 it that ours
sbuald be considered « hmited form of Government,
This Commxttc.c cannot supp -se however, that the exer-
cise of the power 1w qu sticn, is based upon such a
ground, Whijc indwigieg in conjecture, as tg the elause
of the constitution upon which the advocates of this. .




